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recovery of radioactivity from the column varied
from 75-85% of that added to the butanol. The
degree of hydration of the butanol extract has a
marked effect on both the ‘binding’ of 5-HT to the
butanol extract and its behaviour during column
chromatography. In the presence of excess water
no selective binding of 5-HT could be seen,
whereas, after dehydration of the butanol extract
a discrete peak of radioactivity could be eluted
from the column. However, the best results were
obtained following the addition of 6% water to the
butanol, which resulted in a sharp peak of radio-
activity clearly distinguished from that for ‘free’
[*H]-5-HT (Figure 1). The peak of radioactivity is
reduced in a concentration-dependent manner by

the addition of lysergic acid diethylamide (3.2 x
10-7 — 2.6 x 107 M) to the butanol extract before
the binding of [3*H]-5-HT. Further investigations
have involved biochemical studies to characterize
the component(s) which are essential for the
observed binding of 5-HT to butanol extracts of
rat brain.
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A two-state (allosteric) model for
sodium channels in transporting epithelia
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Recent results with activators and inhibitors of
sodium transport in epithelia have exposed some
problems in drug mechanisms. Using a labelling
technique (Cuthbert, 1973) the number of func-
tional sodium channels in the mucosal surface of
frog skin was measured before and after treatment
with vasopressin, a hormone known to increase
mucosal sodium permeability. No apparent
increase in channel density was observed (Cuthbert
& Shum, 1974) yet the nominal current passing
through the channels was increased.

Some indication that the channels were modi-
fied by hormone was obtained using amiloride, an
agent known to block sodium channels in frog skin
and to interact competitively with sodium for the
channel. After hormone treatment the concentra-
tion-inhibition curve for amiloride was moved to
the right in a parallel manner.

Consideration of the experimental findings
showed that they could not be reconciled with the
Michaelis-Menten approach to receptor interac-
tions. Thus the possibility was explored that the
channels could exist in ‘open’ and ‘closed’ forms
and that activators and inhibitors of transport at
the mucosal surface might operate by altering the
proportions of ‘open’ to ‘closed’ forms at any
instant.

The allosteric model outlined below has pro-
perties which are consistent with the experimental
findings. Suppose channels exist in closed (T) and
open (R) forms, and let amiloride have a higher
microscopic affinity constant for the T form, and

let the agent generated by the hormone have a
higher microscopic affinity constant for the R
form. Sodium ions are assumed to bind equally to
both R and T forms, and to the same sites as
amiloride. Translocation of sodium will only occur
with the R (open) form of the channel. Thus
amiloride is a competitive inhibitor, and the
hormonal agency an allosteric activator of sodium
ion translocation. The model can be described by
the equation (Monod, Wyman & Changeux, 1965).
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where R is the proportion of channels in the open
form. The constants c, d and e are the ratios of the
dissociation constants for the R and T forms of
the channel (Kgr /KT) with amiloride, sodium and
the hormonal agency respectively, and where ¢, 8
and vy are the ratios of concentrations to the
dissociation constants (Kg) for the same three
substances respectively. T¢ and Ry are the propor-
tions of the two forms of the channel in the
absence of ligands, and m and n refer to the
number of binding sites.

It should be emphasized that although the
theory used in adequate for the data, it is not
unique.
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